English 398, Writing for English Majors                              Professor Steven Fink

TR 9:30-11:18                                                511 Denney Hall

Denney 262                                                    292-6868

                                                                     fink.5@osu.edu
                                                                     hours: M, W 1-2:30 or app’t.
Description:  This course is designed as a gateway course for the English major.  We will study poetry, fiction, and drama; become familiar with the basic critical vocabulary and critical approaches for literary analysis; learn the basic tools of literary research; and work on critical writing skills.  You will write three 5-page critical essays in this class, each of which will be submitted in both draft and final form.  At least two of the three must include a research component.  You will do a research exercise (to be tied to one of your essays, preferably, and due any time before the end of week 6) and several short but important writing exercises—some in class, some as take-home assignments.  I expect you to attend class regularly and to come to class prepared to discuss and/or write about the assigned texts for that day.  You will not earn credit for this course if you have more than three unexcused absences.  Also, all assignments must be completed in order to earn credit for this course, and late papers will not be accepted for credit.  Finally, your 398 instructor will also serve as your Major Program advisor, so we will devote a very brief amount of class time to advising matters, and you will be expected to schedule periodic appointments with me to discuss your program (as well as conferring about your class work).

Texts:
    Required:

          Steven Lynn, Literature: Reading and Writing with Critical Strategies. 

 
Tony Kushner, A Bright Room Called Day (Note: We will also attend 



an OSU Theater program performance of this play).

    Recommended:


Joseph Gibaldi, MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition.


Any serviceable writing handbook. Recommended:


     Diana Hacker, A Writer’s Reference, 5th edition; or


     Andrea Lunsford, Easy Writer, 3rd edition. 
Writing/Grading:  three 5-page essays, 20% each =     60%



    Research exercise                             15%

                  
    Additional writing exercises/quizzes     15%



    Class participation                             10%

Plagiarism policy:  Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. We will discuss the principles and conventions of citing sources in this course; if at any point you have questions about appropriate practice, ask me.  All cases of suspected plagiarism, in accordance with University guidelines, will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.

Disability Accommodations:  The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities.  I will gladly collaborate with the Office of Disability Services to accommodate any special needs you may have.  You can contact the ODS at 292-3307.
Writing Center: All members of the OSU community are invited to discuss their writing with a trained consultant at the Writing Center. The Center offers the following services:
-One-to-one tutorials at Mendenhall (Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:30) or the Younkin Success Center (Monday-Thursday, late afternoons) 

-One-to-one online tutorials via an Internet Messenger system (no ads or

downloads) 

-Online appointment scheduling (available 24 hours a day) 

Please visit www.cstw.org to make an appointment or have an online

tutorial.

CALENDAR:  The course will be divided into four units, the first covering critical approaches to literature generally, and the following units covering the genres of poetry, fiction, and drama; throughout the quarter we will devote considerable attention to writing and research skills.  Calendar subject to minor changes.
Week 1


    T, Mar. 28: Course Introduction; diagnostic writing exercise.

    R, Mar. 30: UNIT 1: Critical Strategies: An Overview (chapters 1-9). 
Week 2   T, Apr. 4  :  Critical Strategies, cont’d. 


    R, Apr. 6  :  Critical Strategies, cont’d.  

Week 3   T, Apr. 11 : Unit 2: Elements of Poetry (chapter 13)

    R, Apr. 13 : Poetry case study: Robert Frost (chapter 15)
Week 4   T, Apr. 18 : More Poetry (from chapter 16) ; Draft of Essay #1 due


    R, Apr. 20 :  More on writing about poetry: revising and editing (Appendix

   B); doing independent research (Appendix A)
Week 5   T, Apr. 25: Final Draft of Essay #1 due.  

Begin Unit 3: Elements of Fiction (Chapter 10) 

    R, Apr. 27:  Fiction Case Study#1: Charlotte Perkins Gilman (chapter 11)

Week 6   T, May 2 :  Fiction Case Study #2: Flannery O’Connor (chapter 11); 

Draft of Essay #2 due 

    R, May 4 : More Fiction (from Chapter 12) 

Week 7   T, May 9  : More on writing, revising,  and doing research. Research 




Exercises must be submitted no later than this class. 

    R, May 11: Final Draft of Essay #2 due;




 Begin Unit 4: Elements of Drama (chapter 17)
Week 8   T, May 16 : Drama, cont’d.: Kushner’s A Bright Room Called Day

    R, May 18 :  A Bright Room Called Day, cont’d.[performance at Thurber

   Theater tonight, May 18, at 8:00 pm; no late admissions! ] 
Week 9   T, Feb. 28: More Drama (from chapters 18 and 19);

 Draft of paper #3 due 
              R, Mar. 2: Drama, cont’d. 

Week 10  T, Mar. 7: More on writing, revising, and doing research.


     R, Mar. 9: Wrap up; course evaluations, etc. Final Draft of Essay #3 due.
  (This will constitute your “final exam”)

